The Sinking of the Titanic
By Abe J. Bassett

The sinking of the SS Titanic on Sunday, April 12, 1912, is one of the most significant sea tragedies of
modern times. Among the 1500 souls lost were 150 Lebanese, including 30-year-old Amin Hussein Saad,
born in 1882, and 31-year-old Khalil Ibrahim Saad, born in 1881, both from the village of Kfeir, Hasbaiya,
Nabatiyeh, Lebanon, on the slopes of Mt. Hermon.

My genealogy database has an Amin Hussein Saad and a Khalil Ibrahim Saad. Amin is a grand
uncle, and Khalil is a first cousin, once removed. Amin and Khalil, cousins from Kfeir, traveled together to
board the Titanic in France. My cousin Julian Saad recalls his grandfather speaking of the loss of the two
Saads in the sinking of the Titanic.

As | grew up, my mother, Rahija Saad Bassett, often expressed relief at not being on the Titanic.
The tragedy had a profound and terrifying impact on her, having crossed the sea in 1911, just a year
before the Titanic's sinking. The thought of Lebanese lives lost in the Titanic disaster was a haunting
reality for her, as it would have been for many in the United States.

Just before midnight of Sunday, April 12, 1912, the tremendous new unsinkable luxurious
steamship, the SS Titanic, on her maiden voyage from Southampton, England, to New York City, struck an
iceberg, ripping a gash below the water line on her starboard side, a jolt hardly felt by passengers as they
danced and dined on this magnificent ship streaming across the North Atlantic. The vessel carried 324
first-class passengers and 709 third-class, where most Lebanese had booked passage.

In the Saad family portrait [seen below] taken outdoors in Kfeir about 1900, a handsome young
man stands in the upper left of the photo. | think this man is Amin Saad, my granduncle. His birthdate of
1882 would make him 18 years old at the time of the portrait and 30 years old at the time of the Titanic
disaster in 1912, coinciding with known facts. In this portrait, the men wear ceremonial clothes
influenced by their Turkish overlords, identifying them as "Ottoman Gentlemen." On their heads, Ayoub
and his two sons wear Fez, also known as tarboosh. Each of the younger males places a hand on the
shoulder of the older men, revealing their family connection. The portrait was taken outdoors about
1900, after Assef returned to Kfeir on August 20, 1899, after four years in the United States. My mother,
Rahija, standing at the right, wearing her "church" dress, was born in May 1891 and would have been
nine years ago in the photo. The males are wearing their ceremonial clothes, and each of the three
younger males, all standing, have their hands on the shoulders of a male before them, indicating their
family bonds.

The male at the upper left is Grand Uncle Amin Hussein Saad; the others standing are Uncle
Slemein (Sam, 1882), Uncle Ispiridon (Jasper, 1887), and Aunt Asema Nahey, wife of Ayoub.

Grandfather Assef Mohamed Saad (1859) and his younger brother Ayoub George Saad (1865)
are seated. The young girl standing at the left is Della, daughter of Assef, born in 1894, while the minor
child is Zahia, child of Ayoub and Nahey.
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